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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

2. Claims 1,4, 7-9, 12, 15-18, 21, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Hagirahim et al., US 6,937,598 (Hagirahim). 

Hagirahim discloses a method and apparatus for transporting ATM cell traffic 
over IP networks. 

Regarding claim 1 , 9, and 17, Hagirahim teaches a method and apparatus for 
setting a first connection between an edge gateway of a first voice packet network, 
having voice data of a first format, and an interworking unit (the connection between the 
ATM network 61 to the gateway 21 , see Fig. 5); and setting a second connection 
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between an edge gateway of a second voice packet network, having voice data of a 
second format, and the interworking unit (the connection between the IP backbone 
network 1 1 and the gateway 21 , see Fig. 5), wherein the interworking unit provides a 
conversion function to directly convert one of the voice data of the first format to voice 
data of the second format or the voice data of the second format to voice data of the 
first format, wherein the conversion function is controlled by one of a call agent of the 
first voice packet network or a call agent of the second voice packet network (ATM cells 
41 are encapsulated into IP packets 51, see col. 5, lines 29-49, and col. 5, line 59 - col. 
6, line 38). 

Regarding claim 4, 12, and 18, Hagirahim teaches interworking unit interfacing 
with a call agent of a voice packet network. See col. 5, lines 35-49, and col. 6, lines 29- 
33. According to the present specification, a call agent has a network management 
function and has the "conversion server" software for interworking function (specification 
page 7, [0013]). Therefore, the gateway having the conversion (encapsulation) function 
for interworking between ATM and IP networks reads on this limitation. 

Regarding claims 7, 8, 15, 16, 21, and 22, Hagirahim teaches IP network capable 
of transporting real time protocol. Hagirahim teaches POTS (voice) implemented using 
ADSL. See col. 5, line 59 - col. 6, line 38. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 5, 6, 13, 14, 19, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hagirahim. 

Regarding claims 5, 6, 13, 14, 19, and 20, Hagirahim fails to specifically teach 
that the network is a voice over ATM adaptation layer 2 network. Westberg, however, 
teaches transporting IP packets using ATM adaptation layer 2 (IP over ATM). It is well 
known at least from Westberg that ATM adaptation layer 2 network is used to interwork 
and transport packets of different format (IP packets). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to implement the 
Hagirahim's teaching by adopting transporting scheme using ATM AAL2 as taught in 
Westberg to make the ATM over IP with ATM network operating with AAL2 
functionalities. Further, layer 2 network being selected from the group consisting of a 
ITU Q.2630.1 controlled network, a PNNI controlled single-channel per Switched Virtual 
Circuit network, and a permanent virtual circuits network would be an obvious choice 
once layer 2 network is implemented. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed December 1 1 , 2006 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

Applicants argue once again that Hagirahim does not teach or suggest the 
invention recited in the present claims. Specifically, applicants contend that Hagirahim is 
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silent about and does not teach or suggest that the voice data in the ATM format is 
converted to voice data in the IP format. Applicants further contend that Hagirahim 
explicitly discloses that the IP packet keeps the ATM cells intact within the packet, and 
that Hagirahim does not teach directly converting the voice data of the first format to 
voice data of the second format and to convert voice data of the second format to voice 
data of the first format. Applicants seem to give a very specific meaning to the words 
"convert" and "conversion", and seem to regard the result of the encapsulation as 
something that teaches away from conversion. However, the data format conversion 
resulted from encapsulation in Hagirahim is in fact a kind of format conversion, because 
voice data of ATM format is now carried in IP format after the conversion 
(encapsulation). By encapsulating the voice data in ATM format into an IP packet, 
Hagirahim converted the data format. If the invention is in the specific nature of the 
conversion involving a specific processing of header, etc., such aspect should be 
recited to overcome the references applied. The conversion of voice data from a first 
format to a second format as recited in the present claims reads on the teaching of 
Hagirahim as applied above. 

Applicant further argues that Westberg also is silent about and does not teach or 
suggest an interworking unit to directly convert the voice data of the first format to voice 
data of the second format and to convert voice data of the second format to voice data 
of the first format, as claimed. The limitation is met by Hagirahim as addressed above, 
and as previously addressed in the last office action. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Min Jung whose telephone number is 571-272-3127. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 9:00 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wellington Chin can be reached on 571-272-3134. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



MJ 

August 7, 2006 




Primary Examiner 



